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1 . WE HAVE AGAIN RAISED MATTER OF POSSIBLE BILATERAL MEETING WITH 
FINMIN HURTADO THROUGH INTERMEDIARY OF HIS PERSONAL ASSISTANT, 
JAVIER PAZOS. ACCORDING TO PAZOS, HURTADO IS DEEINITELY 
INTERESTED IN MEETING SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL. WE ARE TOLD HURTADO 
WANTS TO USE OPPORTUNITY EOR A PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF ECONIMIC 
ISSUES OE INTEREST TO BOTH COUNTRIES IN LIGHT OF FORTHCOMING 
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO WASHINGTON. IN ADDITION, HE EXPRESSED AN 
INTEREST IN DISCUSSING VARIOUS TOPICS NOW PENDING BEEORE IDB AND 
WORLD BANK. 

2. WE REALIZE ABOVE INFORMATION IS NO MORE SPECIFIC 
THAN THAT WHICH WE WERE ABLE TO OBTAIN EARLIER. WE 
BELIEVE FURTHER APPROACHES TO HURTADO ON THIS SUBJECT 
WOULD PRODUCE NO ADDITIONAL INEORMATION, BUT COULD 
PROVE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. HURTADO IS A HIGHLY 
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NATIONALISTIC, INTELLIGENT MAN WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED 
EXTREME SENSITIVITY TO REAL OR IMAGINED SLIGHTS IN 
THE PAST. HE IS ALSO AN ABLE ECONOMIST WHO ENJOYS 
THE CONFIDENCE OE THE PRESIDENT, AND WHOSE INFLUENCE 
WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT TRANSCENDS HIS PORTFOLIO AS 
MINISTER OF FINANCE. HE CLEARLY INELUENCES GOV 
POSITIONS ON A WIDE RANGE OF ISSUES OE INTEREST 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TO THE USG, INCLUDING, FOR EXAMPLE, POSSIBLE 
ASSISTANCE TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF PORTUGAL AND 
JAMAICA, AND THE CLIMATE FOR US INVESTMENT IN 
VENEZUELA. HE CLEARLY IS PLAYING A KEY ROLE IN 
PREPARING PRESIDENT PEREZ FOR HIS FORTHCOMING VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON. 

3. LIKE MANY THOUGHTFUL VENEZUELANS, HURTADO 
SEEMS INTRIGUED BY THE CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATIONS IN 
WASHINGTON, AND WHAT THIS MAY MEAN IN TERMS OF 
CHANGES IN HEMISPHERIC RELATIONSHIPS AND IN LONG 
HELD USG POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC FORA. 

THE PROPOSED BILATERAL WOULD PROVIDE HIM HIS FIRST 
OPPORTUNITY TO SIZE UP THE NEW ADMINISTRATION AND ONE 
OF ITS KEY DECISION MAKERS. 

4. IF HURTADO WERE TO COME AWAY FROM A MEETING 
IMPRESSED, IT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS 

OF THE FORTHCOMING CARTER/PEREZ MEETINGS AND TO THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS WITH A COUNTRY IMPORTANT TO THE 
UNITED STATES FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS. IF ON THE 
OTHER HAND, WE WERE TO DENY HURTADO THE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR A BILATERAL MEETING AFTER THE POSSIBILITY 
WAS RAISED AT OUR INITIATIVE (STATE 75508), WE 
CAN ONLY LOSE, FOR HURTADO IS EASILY AFFRONTED 
AND HAS A LONG MEMORY. 

5. FOR THE ABOVE REASONS WE RECOMMEND STRONGLY 
THAT SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL AGREE TO A BILATERAL 
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MEETING DURIN THE IDB SESSION IN SAN SALVADOR. 

VAKY 
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